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possible without the grace of God and the love 
and support of her late husband, their chil-
dren, Rev. Dr. Johnny H. Flakes, III, Merle J. 
Flakes, and Sencira Flakes; along with their 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Prov-
erbs 11:25 says, ‘‘A generous person will 
prosper; whoever refreshes others will be re-
freshed.’’ ‘‘Mama Flakes’’, as she was affec-
tionately known, gave her life to God and 
dedicated herself to the service of others. On 
a personal note, when I came to Columbus, 
Georgia in 1972, she nurtured me as if I were 
one of her children. And, for that, I will be for-
ever grateful. Furthermore, during my two dec-
ades as a member of the congregation and 
choir at Fourth Street and throughout my ca-
reer, she and her husband shared advice, 
counsel, and wisdom with me and were al-
ways supportive of my career in public serv-
ice. I can say without reservation that she was 
one of the most passionate and warmhearted 
individuals I have ever met. I am proud to con-
sider Mama Flakes and the Flakes family as 
part of my extended family. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
my wife, Vivian, and me, along with the more 
than 730,000 people of the Second Congres-
sional District of Georgia, and people all 
across the nation, in paying tribute to Mrs. 
Robena Gaines Flakes, for her selfless service 
to youth, the Church, and to humankind. We 
extend our deepest condolences to her family, 
friends, and all who mourn her loss. We pray 
that we will all be consoled and comforted by 
an abiding faith and the Holy Spirit in the 
days, weeks, and months ahead. 
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ARVADA ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 28, 2022 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Arvada Economic De-
velopment Association (AEDA) for receiving 
the 2021 Arvada Chamber of Commerce’s Be-
hind the Scenes Award. 

The Chamber’s Behind the Scenes Award is 
given to an organization or individual who is 
an unsung hero in our community and is truly 
focused on ensuring the Arvada community 
and businesses are thriving. 

The Arvada Economic Development Asso-
ciation team has exhibited leadership and col-
laboration through their willingness to partner 
and support the Arvada Chamber of Com-
merce and the local businesses they serve. 
The staff and board members of AEDA offered 
their time and talent to ensure the appropriate 
resources were allocated throughout Arvada in 
order to have an optimal impact on the busi-
ness community as a whole. Through this in-
vestment, they have supported the economic 
recovery of the local business community dur-
ing the COVID–19 pandemic, critical shifts to 
the local workforce system, and helped ad-
vance business education programs. These 
are a few of the countless examples of how 
AEDA has shown their commitment to their 
partners, local businesses and our community 
all while continuing to make Arvada one of the 
best places to do business. 

Congratulations to Arvada Economic Devel-
opment Association for this honor, and I thank 
them for their contribution to our community. 

RECOGNIZING SALIM BAMOUE, 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH ESSAY 
CONTEST WINNER 

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 28, 2022 

Mr. MCEACHIN. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to take this opportunity to recognize the 
exemplary work of Salim Bamoue, an 8th 
grade student at Vernon Johns Middle School 
in Petersburg, Virginia, and the middle school 
winner of the Black History Month essay con-
test I hosted earlier this month. Mr. Bamoue 
wrote a powerful essay on the legacy of my 
former colleague John Lewis and why his life-
long work on voting rights is still important 
today. I am inspired by Mr. Bamoue’s words, 
and I encourage young people across our 
country to reflect on what this month means to 
them. 

Since its creation less than 50 years ago, 
Black History Month has been a time to honor 
and reflect upon the remarkable achievements 
of the African-American community. Madam 
Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing Salim Bamoue’s exceptional work 
in celebration of Black History Month. 

VA04 HIGH SCHOOL BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
ESSAY CONTEST 

(By Salim Bamoue) 
The vote is the most powerful instrument 

ever devised by human beings for breaking 
down injustice and destroying the terrible 
walls which imprison people because they 
are different from others.—Martin Luther 
King Jr. Many people consider voting to be 
the most prominent voice us citizens have in 
office. While this is true, people of color do 
not have equal opportunity to voice their 
opinions. John Lewis fought for most of his 
life to preserve the voting rights of his Afri-
can American brothers and sisters. John 
Lewis’s impact on voting rights can not be 
taken away. He has influenced changes that 
have been made and changes to be made in 
American society for years to come. The 
struggle for voting rights has always been 
long and arduous, and John Lewis despite all 
the adversity, fought through it so that mi-
norities in America had equal opportunity to 
vote in the United States of America. 

John Lewis was born on February 21, 1940 
in a heavily segregated Alabama. He was 
born into terrible circumstances as he would 
grow up to be a victim of prejudice. When 
Jim Crow laws were in full effect and white 
superiority was preached everywhere and 
blacks were brutally persecuted due to the 
forceful stereotypes and rhetoric spread by 
white supremacists. Most people of color 
were gaslighted into believing they were ac-
tually inferior to whites. This genuinely ap-
plied to most things a normal American cit-
izen would do. Voting especially was a huge 
issue. The issue of voting disproportionately 
benefited whites in a way which might have 
seemed minute. John Lewis saw this and de-
cided his activism to the issue of voting 
rights. One of John Lewis’ most prominent 
and notable moments in his life was Bloody 
Sunday. On March 7th, 1965, John Lewis and 
other activists were brutally beaten for pro-
testing their voting rights. Voting rights 
have always been complicated. This did not 
deter John Lewis though as he’s been fight-
ing for this up until his passing. 

John Lewis’ legacy is still integral in our 
fight for voting rights. A bill is being worked 
on in his name to secure the votes of African 
American citizens. While for the most part 

the disparity between whites and blacks isn’t 
as notable, we are still currently struggling 
to attain our voting rights in a way in which 
we feel secured and just as considered as our 
white counterparts. John Lewis has fought 
for many years to attain voting rights for his 
people, even becoming a U.S. Representative 
so that people may look up to him and strive 
for what he strived for. The future looks 
promising as this new bill that may be 
passed in his name may directly affect black 
voters in such a way that more and more 
black voters are accounted for. 

Throughout history, people of color have 
notably been on the short end of the stick 
and we still struggle to attain even our vot-
ing rights, But late John Lewis has dedi-
cated his life to the cost in order to give 
black people an equal voice as to who we 
should place in our offices. The current state 
of the bill working on to be passed in John 
Lewis’s name doesn’t look so good as it has 
failed the senate vote twice and is exempt 
from filibuster, but that doesn’t mean we sit 
down and act as if we cannot find a com-
promise or some sort of way to finally secure 
our voting rights as we as black Americans 
should always strive to secure the rights 
given to us and the fruits of our liberty. So 
I call upon black Americans to keep on fight-
ing the persecution even through the face of 
adversity. There is always a light at the end 
of the tunnel. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF RARE 
DISEASE DAY 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 28, 2022 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Rare Disease Day and 
to recognize the extraordinary challenges 
faced by Americans with rare diseases. 

A disease is considered rare when it affects 
fewer than 200,000 people in the United 
States. Rare diseases are far more common 
than they sound. Over 7,000 different rare dis-
eases have been identified to date. Unfortu-
nately, only 10 percent of rare diseases have 
FDA-approved treatments. 

To combat rare disease, we must not only 
make significant investments in research and 
treatments but address the racial disparities 
that exist within the rare disease community. 
While 25 to 30 million Americans have a rare 
disease, there are significant racial differences 
and people of color are particularly vulnerable 
to some rare conditions like sickle cell dis-
ease. From diagnosis to treatment, people of 
color face significant barriers to care. For ex-
ample, on average it takes a rare disease pa-
tient 6 years to achieve a correct diagnosis, 
but for patients of color it can take even 
longer. Additionally, despite making up more 
than 38 percent of the U.S. population, people 
of color comprise only 16 percent of research 
study participants. Underrepresentation in re-
search studies leads to a lack of under-
standing of effective treatments. 

Health equity should factor into every aspect 
of the rare disease landscape, from diagnosis 
to research and treatment. I commend the 
work of organizations such as the Rare Dis-
ease Diversity Coalition (RDDC), comprised of 
rare disease experts, health and diversity ad-
vocates, and industry leaders dedicated to ac-
celerating and advancing health equity for rare 
disease patients of color. Last November, the 
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RDDC, together with Global Genes, hosted 
the RARE Health Equity Summit, which con-
vened a diverse network of rare disease 
stakeholders to explore and address gaps in 
diagnoses faced by patient of color. 

Madam Speaker, as the proud Sponsor of 
H. Res. 948, a resolution recognizing Rare 
Disease Day and those individuals living with 
rare diseases, I urge my colleagues to join me 
in acknowledging the importance of health eq-
uity and the desperate need for robust rare 
disease research. 
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RECOGNIZING TAMPA’S LOCAL 
TRAILBLAZER, LILLIAN COOPER 
STRINGER, IN HONOR OF BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 28, 2022 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
this Black History Month, I am proud to cele-
brate local trailblazers who have lifted up our 
Tampa Bay community. I rise today in im-
mense gratitude for Lillian Cooper Stringer, a 
lifetime public servant who has been a leader 
to help ensure safety, dignity and vitality for 
thousands of neighbors. Born in Bartow, Fla., 
Mrs. Stringer moved to Tampa—into public 
housing—at a young age. Her mother did not 
complete middle school and she was one of 
five siblings. Precocious, in third grade Mrs. 
Stringer received the highest grade for English 
composition in all of Hillsborough County. The 
accolades and recognition she received from 
this became a pivotal moment that catapulted 
her into a true understanding that higher edu-
cation was key to lifting herself out of poverty. 
She worked hard to earn good grades and re-
main an active student, including as a dancer 
and member of the Middleton High School Ti-
ger’s drill team. 

In 1978, Mrs. Stringer received her bach-
elor’s degree in Radio, Television, Film Com-
munication and English Education from the 
University of Maryland College Park Campus. 
Mrs. Stringer had stints with landmark local or-
ganizations before joining Tampa Housing Au-
thority, including Hillsborough Community Col-
lege, Hyatt Regency and WFLA. 

She found a special calling where she cur-
rently serves as the Director of Community Af-
fairs for the Tampa Housing Authority, one of 
the largest housing authorities in the state and 
the state administrator for Assisted Housing/ 
Section 8. Since starting in 1990, she has 
served the agency in various capacities, in-
cluding all areas of resident initiatives; social 
services; inter-agency involvement; staff em-
ployee and resident training; as well as serv-
ing as a local and national housing advocate 
and agency spokeswoman. With little to no 
senior engagement available when she started 
with Tampa Housing Authority, she launched 
initiatives to improve senior safety and healthy 

community living—what she has erected and 
developed serves as a national model and will 
leave a lasting legacy. She developed numer-
ous programs for Tampa Housing Authority’s 
older residents through Elderly Services Initia-
tives to keep senior citizens engaged, includ-
ing the foster-grandparent supports and inter-
generational programs that connect seniors 
with youth. She also developed and coordi-
nated plans for the first on-site clinic at an el-
derly property and created ‘‘Senior Spotlight,’’ 
a column that highlights the accomplishments 
of elderly residents. She coordinated the first 
‘‘Senior Cabaret,’’ an event designed to pro-
vide an opportunity for the elderly to interact, 
socialize and meet elderly residents from other 
properties. 

Catapulting students in public housing into 
successful lives through education, as she 
herself did, became a passion and for years 
she coordinated a scholarship that also 
equipped students with luggage and laptops 
as they were sent off to college. She managed 
the first Family Day Care Homes, which pro-
vides an opportunity for qualified, unemployed 
seniors to keep no more than six young peo-
ple in their home environment, as well as the 
Youth Sports and Cultural Program, Resident 
Enterprise Assistance Program, Revolving 
Loan Program and the agency’s Recycling 
Center. 

Mrs. Stringer’s current and prior member-
ships include Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Hillsborough Area Regional Transit Authority, 
local chambers of commerce, Public Relations 
Society of America, American Association of 
University Women, Florida Bar Grievance 
Committee, Metropolitan Ministries Advisory 
Board and Leadership Tampa Bay. She even 
owned her own boutique, Chez Lilly, from 
2007 to 2011. Mrs. Stringer has been married 
for 40 years to former Judge Thomas E. 
Stringer and she is mother to Roderick Eu-
gene Cooper. 

Mrs. Stringer’s accomplishments did not 
come by mere accident or simply because 
they were part of her job duties. Rather, Mrs. 
Stringer has gone above and beyond her pro-
fessional obligations because her personal ex-
perience, passion for dignity, and commitment 
to preserving Tampa’s African American herit-
age led her to approach community engage-
ment in new, innovative ways. Madam Speak-
er, on behalf of a grateful Nation and Tampa 
Bay community, I am proud to recognize the 
service and leadership of Lillian Cooper 
Stringer. 
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HONORING MAYOR CHARLES 
BUJAN OF PORT ARANSAS, TX 

HON. MICHAEL CLOUD 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 28, 2022 

Mr. CLOUD. Madam Speaker, today I would 
like to pay my respects to a true public serv-

ant in the 27th Congressional District, Port 
Aransas Mayor Charles Bujan, who passed 
away on February 9th, after a battle with pan-
creatic cancer. 

Born and raised in Port Aransas, Mayor 
Bujan began his public service to his beloved 
community in 2007, when he was first elected 
as a councilman. In 2016, he was then elected 
Mayor of Port Aransas. 

As Mayor, he led the city through recovery 
efforts stemming from the damage caused by 
Hurricane Harvey. I remember meeting with 
Mayor Bujan on multiple occasions and he 
never missed an opportunity to advocate for 
the city that he led. I am proud to have 
worked with him over the years to revitalize 
the community of Port Aransas. 

My thoughts and prayers are with the family 
of Mayor Bujan and the community of Port 
Aransas during this difficult time. 

f 

BARBER-NICHOLS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 28, 2022 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Barber-Nichols for receiv-
ing the 2021 Arvada Chamber of Commerce’s 
Business of the Year Award. 

The Arvada Chamber of Commerce’s Busi-
ness of the Year Award recognizes a business 
that has established a reputation for providing 
a superior level of customer service while 
using ingenuity and innovation to overcome 
challenges. Not only does Barber-Nichols 
excel as a company but it also continues to 
support the community by participating in local 
activities and partnering with local non-profit 
organizations. 

Barber-Nichols is accelerating the delivery 
of innovative turbomachinery systems through 
collaborative customer relationships merged 
with integrated engineering and manufacturing 
to explore the universe and ensure sustain-
able energy. Barber-Nichols experienced 10 
percent+ year-over-year revenue growth from 
$30 million in 2017 to $60 million in 2021, 
supporting local Colorado jobs by growing 
from 100 to 160+ employees. In addition, Bar-
ber-Nichols remains committed to developing 
a next-generation skilled manufacturing work-
force in Colorado by sponsoring young talent 
directly out of trade schools. Barber-Nichols 
employees also show their commitment to the 
community they call home by volunteering with 
a variety of local organizations such as Adopt- 
A-Street City of Arvada, Community Table Ar-
vada Food Bank, Habitat for Humanity, Jeffer-
son County Schools Art Program, Children’s 
Hospital, Foothills Animal Shelter, and others. 

Congratulations to Barber-Nichols for this 
honor and I thank them for their contribution to 
our community. 
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Text Box
CORRECTION

February 28, 2022 Congressional Record
Correction To Page E186
February 28, 2022, on page E186, in the third column, and page E187, in the first column, the following appeared: CONGRATULATING LORENZO FLORES OF BRIDGEPORT ON HIS VICTORY IN THE MLB JUNIOR HOME RUN DERBY ------- HON. JAMES A. HIMES OF CONNECTICUT IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Monday, February 28, 2022 Mr. HIMES. Madam Speaker, I rise today to recognize and congratulate Lorenzo Flores of Bridgeport, Connecticut on his victory in the MLB Junior Home Run Derby on November 1, 2021. The MLB Junior Home Run Derby is a free homerun hitting contest that allows young athletes from all over the world to practice skill and sportsmanship while competing for a chance to play in the MLB Little League World Series (LLWS). Over 40,000 players entered the competition last year, only 16 of whom qualified for the LLWS--Lorenzo Flores was one of those 16. He advanced through three levels of rigorous competition to clinch the title of 12U New England region champion and earn himself a trip to the Little League World Series. Lorenzo's victory is well earned: he began playing baseball at the age of four and has excelled in both school and sport for the past eight years with the love and support of his family and community. A student at John Winthrop Elementary School in Bridgeport, Lorenzo plays for Bridgeport North End Little League and is a big fan of the New York Yankees. He possesses a strong work ethic and unshakeable passion that children and adults alike can aspire to. I am proud to represent a young man like Lorenzo. Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my colleagues join me in congratulating Lorenzo on this immense accomplishment. The online version has been corrected to delete the entire extension of remarks for Mr. Himes, as it was also published in the Congressional Record of March 9, 2022.
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